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Contact us today! 519 - 942 - 1568 info@donsheatingandcooling.com

308 Broadway, Unit 4
Orangeville, Ontario

ASK US HOW

www.donsheatingandcooling.com

Financing offers available OAC. 
Some conditions apply.

Homeowners can get up to $10000 for retrofits 
 Enhanced rebates through a new partnership with Enbridge Gas and the 

Government of Canada’s Greener Home Grant

When it's time to invest in a new Heating and Cooling system, a CARRIER Hybrid Heat 
Pump is the perfect solution. A CARRIER Hybrid Heat Pump will reduce your carbon foot-
print and at the same time lower your Heating and Cooling bills Substantially. The heat a 

Heat Pump delivers is FREE, all you are paying for is the transportation costs, this means 
that for every $1.00 you spend in electricity the CARRIER Hybrid Heat Pump will deliver 
$3.00 of heat. This means 300% efficiency. Between the Government of Ontario and En-
bridge there are up to $6500 in rebates. The Carrier Hybrid Heat Pump will be a smaller 

investment then a typical Gas Furnace and Central Air conditioning system. Contact us for 
details and to get your FREE no obligation quote on a Carrier Hybrid Heat Pump. 

Contact us for Details

For full rebate details 
scan the QR code
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A  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s  M a g a z i n e
WEB: BriarCrier.ca

HOURS: 9 to 5 Monday to Friday

SENDING US INFORMATION
▶ DEADLINES

FOR THE MAY ISSUE: 
Monday, April 10th 

FOR THE JUNE ISSUE: 
Wednesday, May 10th
Residents are welcome to submit 
information for inclusion in the 
Community News, Bargain Market, 
and Resident Messages sections free 
of charge (some limitations apply).

Our mission is to promote community. 
You can help – send a picture, story, 
poem; anything you think residents 
will enjoy.
The Briar Crier promotes the activities of 
many local volunteer-run organizations 
gratuitously. For information, contact 
Marie Fischer, Margravine Media Inc., at  
705-434-4569.
Please note that submissions may be 
edited for clarity and brevity.
Please email your submission to the 
Editor, Marie Fischer at  
mariefischer@briarcrier.ca

We respect your privacy and do not sell, 
rent, or share your personal information 
with anyone.

Publisher 

MARGR AVINE MEDIA INC 
PO BOX 686

ALLISTON ON L9R 1V8
Phone 705-434-4569

 Email  mariefischer@briarcrier.ca

 8 Around Town
 Area News and Events 
 Councillor's Letter 

 6 Editor's Desk
17 Briar Hill Community Centre

18 Lifestyle
 Articles & Columns 
 

23 Marketplace
 Bargain Market Ads 
 Classified Ads

Volume 32, Issue 11

Editor-in-Chief Marie Fischer

Advertising Design Joanne Radyk-Carrick

Contributors
Trent Mayers: Wine Journeys

 Celebrating 32 years in May!

Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily intended 
to reflect those of the Publisher. Margravine Media Inc. accepts no 
responsibility or liability for claims made for any product or service 
reported on or advertised in this issue. Margravine Media Inc. also 
reserves the right to limit liability for omissions and errors to a printed 
correction in the next issue.

http://BriarCrier.ca
mailto:mariefischer%40briarcrier.ca?subject=
mailto:mariefischer%40briarcrier.ca?subject=
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705.717.8726
ListwithLovatt.ca

Brokerage,  Independently Owned and Operated

FREEFREE 
SELLER’S 

CONSULTATION!

Christine Lovatt, Realtor®

Moving You and Your Pets with Love

FREE Shop at Home FREE Shop at Home 
ServiceService

SERVING THE BRIAR’S FOR OVER 30 YEARS! SERVING THE BRIAR’S FOR OVER 30 YEARS! 
Awning MasterAwning Master

705-817-7719 • 1-800-707-3154
www.awningmaster.ca

http://briarcrier.ca
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Hello,
I'm feeling great today. I've got spring in my step 
and a brand new E-Bike! My husband came home 
with two EMMO Emini, folding electric bikes 
yesterday. 
I am almost as excited about having a new bike 
as I was the day I bought my first 10-speed 
bicycle, a Raleigh, at the age of 18. I was living 
in London, Ontario, where I worked for CNCP 
Telecommunications. I never did get to know the 
bus routes in London, because I rode my beloved 
Raleigh everywhere. I left Toronto for Edmonton, 
Alberta when I was 20 with just my Raleigh and  
a backpack. 
About five years later, I moved back to Toronto 
from Alberta, with my favourite mode of 
transportation, of course. Shortly after moving 
home, I took a job at the Office of the Ontario 
Fire Marshal where my primary responsibility 
was assisting with the new Auto Extrication Grant 
Program (remember Jaws of Life). For the six 
years that I worked there, my Raleigh got me to 
work and back home in the warm months. I lived 
in downtown Toronto. Any stress I had from 
working disappeared on my downhill ride home. 
The way to work wasn't as much fun, but it did 
keep me in shape. Staff teased me about riding a 
bicycle to work. Today, the bike lanes in Toronto 
are just as busy as the motor vehicle lanes are. 
Whose laughing now!
I had my Raleigh for about 15 years before leaving 
it outside for someone else to claim.
I am nervous about using an e-bike. I'm a lot older 
and a little wiser. ☺  Let's hope I do better on an 
e-bike than I did on a the scooter I took for a test 
drive last year. I failed that test!
I wish all of you a Happy Easter, and hope that  
you enjoy your favourite chocolate with family 
and friends.
My best regards,

Editor's Desk

RESIDENT MESSAGES
Best Wishes, Thanks, Birthday, Anniversary, 

Engagement, Marriage, Personal, Special Occasion, 
Sympathy, Obituaries/In Memoriam

NO CHARGE! (50 word maximum please)

Don't forget!
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Thursday June 8

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE  www.gibsoncentre.com | FOR DETAILS CALL OUR BOX OFFICE  705-435-2828

OUR
NEW EVENT

Taste of 
the Town 
Pub Style

Saturday April 15
THE LEGENDARY 

Patsy Cline Show

Sunday April 16
Caroline Kim
CLASSICAL CELLIST

Centre for Community, Arts & Culture

The

                UPCOMING PERFORMANCES

Thursday April 27

CORRECTION

Friday May 5 
World Class 
Blues Band 

with 
Erin McCallum

LIVE

Dinner and experience...

http://briarcrier.ca
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Letter from Ward 4 Councillor  
Alan Masters
Another month has now gone by. Where has the 
time gone! It seems it was only yesterday that I 
was initiated into council. Meeting after meeting, 
budget deliberations — this sure is a busy job! 
We live in unique times; instability around the 
globe, world oil supply issues causing stock 
markets to dip and dive, and steep rising prices 
everywhere. New Tecumseth is not immune to 
this situation. As Canada's 7th fastest growing 
municipality, we are only at 50% of our planned 
population expansion to approximately 90,000  
by 2032. These high costs and shortage issues have 
and will trickle down to our town making it much 
more difficult to manage our planned growth, but I 
have faith in our staff and council. I look forward 
to contributing to this planned growth throughout 
my tenure in Council. Meantime, it looks like our 
No. 4 Fire Station is going ahead and  hopefully, all 
being well, with shovels in the ground this spring. 
Regarding the Coyote issue, this is the last word 
given to me by all those powers to be who were 
involved. The Coyotes have been around the Briars 
since before the developments were built. As the 
years have gone by, the Coyote population has 
grown extensively. Typically, they won’t attack 
people, however; I believe they have sadly taken 

CROWN
UPHOLSTERY & WINDOW COVERINGS

FULL WINDOW 
COVERING SERVICES

VISIT OUR STORE FOR THE LATEST 
IN WINDOW COVERING TRENDS

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1987

CONTACT US TODAY!CONTACT US TODAY!
crownupholstery.ca

crown@bellnet.ca

705-435-0122

KINGSDOWN
Live life well rested

http://www.briscofurniture.com
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some small pets, such as cats and a small dog.  
Apparently this time of year is breeding season 
so they will be more active than usual. If certain 
animals have and are being a major nuisance, 
the owner/owners in the phase can request to 
their management corporation for the animals 
be trapped and removed. The GBRSO is aware 
of this situation and have agreed to liaison and 
communicate wildlife animal control experts 
information with phases, as needed. Hopefully, 
as the breeding season ends we will see less 
incursions. I am very happy to see our community 
centres back in action with lots of great social 
activities planned and taking place. Wendy and I 
just had a wonderful pancake supper at the Green 
Briar community Centre. We enjoyed chatting with 
fellow residents. 
On the day of writing this report, we noticed 
on that at 6:30 p.m., we still had some daylight. 
Spring is just around the corner.
Take care,
Alan  Masters 
Councillor Ward 4 
em amasters@newtecumseth.ca / ph 705-890-4365

Alliston’s Complete Furniture
and Appliance Store

Downtown Alliston
43 Victoria Street West
Serving Green Briar & Briar Hill 

since 1983

705•435•5678

furniture & appliance ltd

Palliser

Frigidaire

Whirlpool & 
KitchenAid

Maytag

Décor Rest

Authorized 
Dealer for 

kenbrisco@bellnet.ca | www.briscofurniture.com

FREE
Delivery, Setup 
& Removal of 

Replaced 
Product

We’re All About

and Your Smileand Your Smile

dental hygiene is a vital part of your 
overall health

lloveove Your HeartYour Heart

OneOne  SmileSmileSmileSmile

We Have Been Building 
RELATIONSHIPS

AT AAT A
TIMETIME

Book Your Appointment Today!
We are A Strong Team
Proudly Supporting

Women In BusinessWomen In Business

29 Main Street West, Suite 100, Beeton 
www.beetonfamilydentist.com905-729-7272

Follow Us On

Kelsey

Registered Dental Hygenist Dr. PorrettaDentist/Owner

Harmon

Dental Assistant
Lydia

Dental Receptionist

Jenn Dental Receptionist/Assistant

http://briarcrier.ca
http://www.briscofurniture.com
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169 Dufferin St S 
Unit 6

705-435-1513

Come make great wine with us!

Call Call Wendy Small when you need it allwhen you need it all!!

Thinking of making a MOVE? 
You need a respected, knowledgeable real estate 
professional who offers outstanding customer 
service, attention to every detail, and integrity!
Award Winning representative with years of 
experience in the Briar Hill/Green Briar 
communities.
Long-term resident • Condominium Board Member

  Sales Representative

C  905.724.0717 
O 705.435.3000  
wendysmall@royallepage.ca
wendysmall.com 
7 Victoria Street West, Alliston7 Victoria Street West, Alliston

RCR Realty, Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

Wendy SmallWendy Small

FREE Home Evaluation

Letter from resident  
Beatriz Baumfeld
Dear Friends & Sponsors:
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 
In February, we did our walk. Although it was 
cold, we were properly dressed and it felt amazing, 
mostly because we were doing something good 
and special.
Thank you so much for your donation supporting 
me in the Coldest Night of the Year 2023, in 
Alliston. You helped me by supporting a Charity 
serving people experiencing homelessness, hurt 
and hunger. What you did meant a lot to me 
personally, but even more for the people in our 
community who need the help and encouragement 
this money will provide. With your support and 
help I raised $2,000. Our Team consisted of two 
walkers and together we raised $5,730.
We walked 5.5 km around our beautiful 
neighbourhood. Alliston had 377 walkers, 71 
Teams to date, we have received a total of 
$163,367 in Alliston. Right now, we are in 4th 
place with the amount of donations we raised. We 
are very proud and happy on how we did, thanks to 
you!
You’re the best and without you we couldn’t have 
achieved this.
Many blessings,
Beatriz

New Birkenstock
sandals have arrived!

Alliston | 85 Victoria St. W.
(705) 435-6481

Innisfil | HWY 400 at Innisfil Beach Rd.
(705) 431-2500

mailto:wendysmall%40royallepage.ca?subject=
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BLINDS SHUTTERSDRAPERY
35 Victoria St. East, Town Square

Alliston, Ontario
705.435.9869

FREE SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE INSTALL AND NO TAXES
when this ad is presented at the time of consultation

www.colorstudio.ca
info@colorstudio.ca

SHOWROOM OPEN TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 11-4PM 
OTHERWISE BY APPOINTMENT

WHAT’S GOING ON AT THE NEW 
TECUMSETH PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Julie Fox-Snively

Spring is in the air and NTPL invites you to 
join us in one of our many programs and events 
celebrating the season! For the most up-to-date 
information, please visit our website at  
www.ntpl.ca. 

HOLIDAY HOURS:

NTPL will be CLOSED Friday April 7th for  
Good Friday and Monday, April 10th for  
Easter Monday.

FREE PROGRAMS & EVENTS:

Registration is required for most NTPL programs. 
Unless otherwise noted, please register by visiting 
the calendar of events on our website at www.ntpl.
ca/events-calendar/ and clicking on the event you 
wish to register for; or by calling your local branch. 
For more information about any of our adult 
programs, or to register for events noted as “please 
email Kim”, please contact Kim at kimburgess@
ntpl.ca.

Income Tax Clinics: NTPL is partnering with the 
United Way Simcoe Muskoka to bring free and 
confidential income tax clinics to our residents! 
Day, evening and weekend time slots available for 
eligible individuals. To book your appointment 
please call 1-866-496-6805. For further 
information including eligibility criteria please 
visit https://uwsimcoemuskoka.ca/tax-clinic-
participants/. 

Wellness Recovery Action Plan: NTPL is 
partnering with the Canadian Mental Health 
Association York Region & South Simcoe to 
provide our community with a variety of programs. 
The Wellness Recovery Action Plan program runs 
for 9 weeks, and will help you incorporate key 
recovery concepts and wellness tools into your life. 

Wordsmiths
Tuesday, April 4 @ 1 pm, Alliston

Simcoe Author Talk Series: Julia Kelly,  
The Lost English Girl
Tuesday, April 11 @ 2 pm, Zoom

NTPL Poetry Circle 
Thursday, April 13 @ 2 pm, Zoom

The Mosaic of Black Culture: An Afro-
Caribbean Canadian Experience
Saturday, April 15 @ 2 pm, Alliston 

Wordsmiths
Tuesday, April 18 @ 1 pm, Alliston

National Canadian Film Day: All You Can 
Watch Buffet Peace by Chocolate (2021)
Wednesday, April 19 @ 1:30 pm, Circle Theatre 
Alliston 

Genealogy Club
Wednesday, April 19 @ 3 pm, Zoom

It’s SEW Easy (2-part series)
Wednesday, April 19 & 26 @ 6 pm, CRIC IdeaLab, 
Tottenham (ages 18+)

Beeton Cookbook Club: Petit Fours
Wednesday, April 19 @ 6:30 pm, Beeton Memorial 
Arena, Community Hall

http://briarcrier.ca
http://www.ntpl.ca
mailto:kimburgess%40ntpl.ca?subject=
mailto:kimburgess%40ntpl.ca?subject=
https://uwsimcoemuskoka.ca/tax-clinic-participants/
https://uwsimcoemuskoka.ca/tax-clinic-participants/
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AROUND TOWN: NEWS & EVENTS

1B-180 Parsons Road, Alliston

Direct: (705) 770-9024
Raluca@yourpropertysold.ca

www.yourpropertysold.ca

What is your home worth? Call for a FREE Evaluation

Raluca MacKenzie
Broker, CNE

Active Listings: 17

Properties Sold: 8 

Average Sale Price:
$648,375

Previous Month Average
Sale Price: $ 700,000

Green Briar & Briar Hill 
Market Update

Not Intended to Solicit Properties Currently Under Contract - Stats Courtesy of Toronto Real Estate Board  

Stats Include All Property Types : Detached, Semi-detached & Apartments 

Kanopy Club: Race: The Power of an Illusion 
(2003) 
Thursday, April 20 @7 pm, Zoom

NTPL’s Film Society Presents: Transcendental 
Style in Film 
Friday, April 21 @ 1:30 pm, Alliston

Poetry Open Mic 
Wednesday, April 26 @ 6:30 pm, The Mercer Pub, 
Gibson Centre

Simcoe Author Talk Series: Mike Madill The 
Better Part of Some Time 
Thursday, April 27 @ 7 pm, Zoom

Game On! Scrabble Tournament 
Friday, April 28 @ 1:30 pm, Alliston

Tech Assist Tutorials 
Do you have questions about technology? Do you 
have a new smartphone or tablet that you aren’t 
quite sure how to use? Need help getting started 
with Libby to access eBooks and eAudiobooks? 

Would you like to learn how to attend a library 
program using Zoom?  One-on-one sessions are 
now available in all three branches, and are offered 
by appointment only.  Call or email your local 
branch to request a one-on-one training session.

Alliston 705-435-5651 alliston@ntpl.ca
Beeton 905-729-3726 beeton@ntpl.ca
Tottenham 905-936-2291 tottenham@ntpl.ca

THINGS TO TAKE YOUR GRANDKIDS  
TO DO:
Free, drop-in programs, unless otherwise noted. 
For information about our Children’s programs 
(Kathy) and Youth program (Paula), please contact 
child-youthservices@ntpl.ca. For more information 
about CRIC IdeaLab programs, please contact 
Cameron at chackett@ntpl.ca

Lively Tales @ 10:15 am & Baby Time @ 2 pm 
Tottenham: Tuesdays April 4 – May 23 OR 
Wednesdays, April 5 – May 24 Drop-In!
Beeton: Wednesdays, April 5 – May 24 Drop-In!
Alliston: Thursdays, April 6 – May 25 Drop-In!

Out & About at the Library! 
Wednesdays @ 2:45 pm, Alliston (Ages 14+) 
Begins April 5th. Registration required.

It’s SEW Easy (2-part series) 
Thursday, April 20 & 27 @ 6 pm, CRIC IdeaLab, 
Tottenham (Ages 12-17) Registration required.
Best Babysitter
Beeton: April 25 @ 3:30 pm (Ages 11+) 
Registration required.
Alliston: April 26 @ 3:30 pm (Ages 11+)  
Registration required.

10%
SENIORS 

DISCOUNT

mailto:alliston%40ntpl.ca?subject=
mailto:beeton%40ntpl.ca?subject=
mailto:tottenham%40ntpl.ca?subject=
mailto:child-youthservices%40ntpl.ca?subject=
mailto:chackett%40ntpl.ca?subject=
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Tourism Simcoe County applauds 
local cycling business for provincial 
award win
(MIDHURST 3/21/23) – Earlier this month, 
Collingwood's Georgian Trail E-Bike Rentals was 
recognized as a Bicycle Friendly Business Award 
winner by Ontario By Bike, a lead organization 
developing and promoting cycling tourism in 
Ontario. The County of Simcoe, through Tourism 
Simcoe County's Cycle Simcoe initiative, is 
extending a huge congratulations to Georgian Trail 
E-Bike Rentals on their award and efforts to grow 
cycling tourism in our region.
“Congratulations to Georgian Trail E-Bike Rentals 
on this tremendous achievement," said Warden 
Basil Clarke. “In 2022, cycling tourism generated 
more than $1.3 million in visitor spending across 
Simcoe County, making it one of our tourism 
sector's most thriving areas. Greater access to 
e-assisted bikes, combined with entrepreneurial 
ideas such as this initiative, will allow for an even 
wider range of visitors and residents to enjoy 
cycling and our amazing network of trails."
The provincial award recognizes efforts of local 
organizations or individuals who offer exceptional 
services and amenities to cyclists stopping at 
their locations. The annual awards are open to 
businesses that are certified by Ontario By Bike as 
bicycle friendly, having to meet criteria that helps 
ensure cyclists are welcomed at businesses they 
choose to stop at, whether as a cycle tourist, on a 
longer trip, or while biking closer to home. A full 
list of honourees can be found  at ontariobybike.ca.
2023 marks the 10th anniversary of Tourism 
Simcoe County's Cycle Simcoe initiative. The 

705-458-APEX (2739)
14 Queen Street, Cookstown
www.apexplumbingdecor.ca Luxury bathroom

and kitchen products

WEDNESDAY’S 
SENIOR DISCOUNT 

(Please Present This Ad)

GET AN EXTRA 5% 
ON ALL SALE/DISPLAY ITEMS

OFF
ALL REGULAR
PRICED FIXTURES25%

role of Cycle Simcoe is to develop a cycling 
experience in Simcoe County for visitors and 
residents that creates a positive economic impact 
and helps to grow regional tourism. Today, Cycle 
Simcoe provides support to many Simcoe County 
municipalities, along with Barrie and Orillia,  
and continues to promote and support businesses 
and communities in growing cycling tourism in  
Simcoe County.

About Tourism Simcoe County

Tourism Simcoe County (TSC) promotes Simcoe 
County as a four-season destination of choice by 
developing products and experiences and executing 
comprehensive marketing campaigns across a 
variety of multimedia platforms. TSC provides 
tourism leadership throughout Simcoe County by 
developing the local tourism industry and forging 
and strengthening community partnerships. TSC 
is committed to supporting the sustainable growth 
of the region's tourism assets, including, but not 
limited to, Agritourism, Arts, Culture and Heritage 
Tourism, Indigenous Tourism and Outdoor 
Recreation.

About the County of Simcoe
County of Simcoe is composed of sixteen member 
municipalities and provides crucial public services 
to County residents in addition to providing 
paramedic and social services to the separated 
cities of Barrie and Orillia. Visit our website at 
simcoe.ca.

http://briarcrier.ca
http://ontariobybike.ca
http://simcoe.ca
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(MIDHURST/MARCH 1, 2023) – County of Simcoe 
is thanking residents and businesses for helping 
the County reach an important milestone in its 
successful organics (green cart) collection program. 
The County has successfully collected more than 
200,000 tonnes of organic material  
from County households and businesses since 2008, 
saving the equivalent of four years of local landfill 
capacity and offering countless environmental 
benefits.
In 2008, the County became early adopters in the 
Province of Ontario by offering a weekly curbside 
organics collection program. During the past 15 
years, the program has seen steady growth in 
participation rates, with the highest increases year 
over year being seen since the move to bi-weekly 
recycling/garbage collection in 2020, and further 
growth of nearly 10 percent since introducing 
automated cart collection in 2021, which increased 
organics capacity. Removing organic materials from 

County hits the 200,000 tonnes mark for curbside organics collected
the regular garbage stream has many environmental 
benefits, including conserving valuable landfill 
capacity, turning waste material into useable 
compost or soil amendments, and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.
“It’s the small things we do each day that often have 
the largest impact, and we truly thank our residents 
and businesses for doing your part to help us reach 
this milestone,” said Warden Basil Clarke. “Working 
with our residents and businesses, we’ve made huge 
progress towards a greener, more sustainable future, 
reducing the emissions to the equivalent of 4,000 
vehicles off our roads each year, which is no small 
achievement. Thank you for your efforts, but don’t 
stop here as there is still room to grow your green 
cart!”
During County Council, staff also brought forward 
a report that further demonstrated our regional 
commitment to diversion. Recent municipal 
Datacall figures placed the County second out of 

Photo caption: County of Simcoe Warden Basil Clarke celebrating 200,000 tonnes of organic material 
collected since the start of the program in 2008.
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CONTACT US TODAY 647-234-5878
CHRISTIAN DIENER, BROKER; JULIAN DIENER*; KURT DIENER*,

*REAL ESTATE AGENT 

We help you get top dollar for your home
Free staging consultation
Patient & supportive 
Briars community experts 
Ask about our Seniors' discount!

KURT@KURTDIENER.COM

all participating municipalities, with an overall 
residential waste diversion rate of more than  
63 per cent.
“Our team is very proud of reaching 200,000 
tonnes of organics collected and continuing to be 
recognized among municipal leaders in diversion 
and waste management practices,” said Rob 
McCullough, Director of Solid Waste Management, 
County of Simcoe. “However, we are always striving 
to offer innovative programs and education that will 
help decrease the quantity of waste going to landfill 
in Simcoe County. Our most recent waste audit 
shows that we still have room for improvement, with 
opportunity to continue to properly sort. Over 50 
per cent of the materials by weight in our garbage 
could still be diverted easily in our existing other 
programs, the majority of this is organics.”
Common items that staff often see in garbage carts 
that should go in organics carts are: edible food, food 
scraps, soiled paper items (paper towel/tissues), and 
pet waste. Residents are encouraged to use up edible 
food prior to disposing, however should there be no 
other option food should always go in the green cart. 
To further support residents, the County recently 
launched the Simcoe Sorts game on the Simcoe 
County Collects app, which quizzes and helps 
educate residents on sorting their waste materials. 
Residents can download the free Simcoe County 
Collects app through GooglePlay or the App 
Store. In addition to the new game, the app hosts 
customizable waste collections notifications for 
regular and special curbside programs, as well as 
access to the Waste Wizard, which allows users to 
look up items and learn how to dispose of them.
For more information on the County’s waste 
diversion strategy, waste facility information, 

curbside cart collection program and special 
collections such as our textiles, battery, leaf and yard 
waste, and electronics collections, visit simcoe.ca/
waste.
About the County of Simcoe 
County of Simcoe is composed of sixteen member 
municipalities and provides crucial public services to 
County residents in addition to providing paramedic 
and social services to the separated cities of Barrie 
and Orillia. Visit our website at simcoe.ca.
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Depta Insurance  
Agency Inc.
Norm Depta, Agent 
22 Church St S  
Alliston ON L9R 1S7 
705-435-1434

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply. 
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of  
the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du Québec, used under licence.

Better savings start here
Lower your premiums when you insure 
both your car and home with us. 

Stop in, call or click to contact me today.

http://briarcrier.ca
http://simcoe.ca/waste
http://simcoe.ca/waste
http://simcoe.ca
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Upcoming Events
CONCERT
Saturday, April 22nd

“The Goods”
3:30 pm
Ticket information from the office in April

WINE AND CHEESE PARTY
Saturday, May 27
More information in April

Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers that have been helping at our 
events. We have many more planned and hope to see lots of new faces 
attending.

Weekly Activities
Monday
Table Tennis 9:00
Scrabble 10:00
Virtual Exercise 10:45
Yoga 11:15
Duplicate Bridge 1:00
Bid Euchre 7:00
Tuesday
Exercise 10:45
Line Dancing 1:00
Wednesday
Table Tennis 9:00
Virtual Exercise 10:45
Quilters 12:00
Bingo 7:00

GREEN BRIAR COMMUNITY CENTRE
The GBCC office is open Mondays and Fridays 9:00 to 12:00 and   

Wednesdays 10:00 to 1:00
705.435.2345

greenbriar@rogers.com    greenbriarccalliston.com

Thursday
Coffee Club 9:00
Exercise 10:45
Canasta 1:00
Euchre 7:00
Friday
Table Tennis 9:00
Line Dancing 1:00
Jammers 7:00
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APRIL NEWS 

EXCITING “POP UP” PROGRAMS 
Climate Change 
Friday April 14th at 1:00 pm 

in the BHCC Great Room  
Greys For Green: Kelly Pearce and John Wilson. 
Learn more about global warming and the resultant 
climate change crisis.  The good news is that we have 
the means to stop and reverse the warming trend by 
becoming more aware of the causes and impacts of 
climate change and then most importantly getting 
involved in the solutions.  The topics covered at the 
presentation include:  
1. Overview of the climate change crisis
2. The main causes of climate change
3. The impacts of climate change.
4. What can we do about climate change.

Life after Briar Hill, 
     Planning for the Future 
Wednesday April 19th at 1:00 pm 

in the BHCC Great Room  
Presentation by Tami Smith of Kingsmere, Alliston 

Coronation Celebration Tea 
Saturday May 6th 

In the planning stage. 
Watch for details! 
If you are not getting the eNEWS each week, 
contact the BHCC office to have your name added 
to the distribution list, or see the online form on 
the BHCC website. 
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The Briar Hill Community Centre is open to all Residents daily from 8am - 11pm 
The BHCC Administrative Office hours are Monday to Thursday from 9am to 3pm 
Telephone  705-435-8066 Email bhcc@rogers.com Website bhccontheweb.ca 

BHCC Annual Yard Sale 
Saturday June 3rd 
(Rain Date Sunday June 4th) 
We will have spaces for rent for those owners who 
wish to display and sell their own Good Used 
items or Crafts.  Further details will be provided 
as we get closer to date. 
Get started on your Spring Cleaning and set aside 
any items that are still in good condition you no 
longer use or wish.  (No clothing accepted!) 

Call for Volunteers 
We are looking for energetic, residents who are 
interested in working together to plan and host 
some exciting social events. No special talent is 
required – just an interest in getting together with 
like individuals to share ideas and to work on 
events that the committee plans  
The Board of the BHCC is looking for two 
volunteers to be Directors (a 2 year term and a 1 
year term).  No special talent is required – just an 
interest in working together with rest of the Board 
to make our Community Centre a place we all can 
be proud of. 
If you are interested in getting involved, we would 
love to hear from you. Call the office or send an 
email to bhcc@rogers.com. 

http://briarcrier.ca
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Cabernet Sauvignon is grown in almost 
every major wine-producing country, 

including France, Italy, United States, Australia, 
Chile, Argentina, South Africa, and even here in 
Canada. Why so many plantings?  Well, the current 
consumer wine trend favours full bodied, dark 
fruited, complex red wines.  Cab is a textbook 
example of that trend that shows enticing black 
currant (if it’s richer fruit, the French word, cassis, 
is often used), black cherry, blackberry, mint or 
eucalyptus with warm vanilla, spice notes (from 
the oak barrel), as well as very high tannins 
and acidity.  The formula is simple.  Consumer 
popularity = an abundance of Cabernet  
Sauvignon vineyards.  

Now that we know that Cab wins the wine 
popularity contest, practically, what do we really 
need to know to find the very best version of this 
red?  Here’s the significant piece of information: 
look deeper than buying just by country alone.  
Regional influences are critical to producing the 
best grapes that in turn make superior wine.   
Warm microclimates, often with maritime 
influences, with relatively infertile soils guarantee 
its full potential of ripeness and fruit flavours.  
Some of the areas you should look for when 
you read a Cab label include Bordeaux (usually 
blended with Merlot and/or Cabernet Franc), 
Tuscany (think Super Tus-can wines), Napa, 
Sonoma, Paso Robles, Coonawarra, Margaret 
River, Maipo Valley, Colchagua Valley, Men-doza, 
and Stellenbosch.  For a Canadian Cabernet, your 
best bet is the Southern Okanagan. It is sparingly 
planted in Niagara and in warm years produces 
great wines, but those years only occur about 3-4 
times a decade.

Now that you know more, go out and buy a bottle, 
or two or three.  You’ll need them to get ready for 
the BBQ season, which, we hope, is just around the 
corner!
My ratings are based on a 5 star system developed 
by Michael Broadbent:  5 stars: Outstanding; 
4 stars: Very good; 3 stars: Good; 2 stars: 
Moderately good; 1 star: Not very good, but not 
bad; No stars: Poor. 

Felino Chardonnay 2021 ★★★½+ 
$19.95 (Vintages)
You may not look for your next bottle Chardonnay 
to be from Mendoza, Argentina, but this deserves 
your attention.  It combines tropical fruit with the 
brightness of lemon, pear, and Granny Smith apple 
amid mellow cream and spice.  Full bodied, quite 
rich, and stony, it will nicely complement creamy 
pasta or rich shrimp dishes with a spritz of lemon.

Cathedral Cellar Chardonnay 2021 ★★★★ 
$17.95 (Vintages)This South African Chardonnay 
is every bit as full bodied as the previous Argentine 
one, but much different in character.  Imbued 
with extremely intense flavours of lemon pulp, 
meringue, yellow apple, stone fruit, pastry, and 
well integrated vanilla spice.  The flavours hang on 
for ages.   
It would be excellent with oven roasted salmon 
with Dijon mustard and garlic or traditional Italian 
Pasta al Limone.
Andrea Biasiotto Brut Millesimato Prosecco NV 
★★★★ $18.95 (Vintages)
The LCBO website labels this as Extra Dry, but 
the bottle label says Brut.  We agree with the label 
since this definitely falls in the dry category for 
Sparkling. The persistent fresh fruit flavours of 

H ey, wine trivia buffs, guess what’s  
the world’s most widely planted 

 wine grape?  If you answered  
Cabernet Sauvignon, you’re  

wine geek material!  
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apple, lemon, and pear proliferate on your palate 
with a long, lingering finish.  Nice fine bubbles for 
a Prosecco as well.  A wine that’s pleasant as an 
aperitif, with seafood, or rich appetizer courses.
Trius Distinction Gamay Noir 2020 ★★★½  
$19.95 (The Wine Shop)
Even though it’s far from its homeland in Southern 
Burgundy’s Beaujolais region, Gamay shines in 
Niagara.  You’ll find lots of red cherry, strawberry 
jam, and spicy, earthy notes in this light, quaffable 
red.  Chill this food friendly red lightly then serve 
it with veggie pizza, roast chicken, or pasta with 
tomato sauce.

Niro di Citra Montepulciano d'Abruzzo 2018 
★★★½  $17.95 (Vintages)
This rustic deeply tinted Italian red serves up deep 
dark fruits with spice, tobacco, leather, coffee, and 
chocolate among whiffs of leather and smoke.  
It's dry and big bodied character calls out for 
sausage ragu or your meatiest pizza.

Hollick Tannery Block Cabernet Sauvignon/
Merlot 2019 ★★★★  $19.95 (Vintages)
As mentioned in the article above, Coonawarra is 
one of the best places on earth for Cabernet and 
this blend with Merlot will validate that statement. 
The Merlot softens the Cab tannins to make it more 
approachable, but it’s still packed with powerful 
ripe black currant, black cherry, blackberry, plum, 
rosemary, vanilla, and baking spices.  If you like 
a smooth (and full bodied) operator, this is the 
wine to match up with your grilled steak with 
chimichurri sauce.

Cavino Nemea Agiorgitiko 2020 ★★★★ 
$14.95 (Vintages)
Now here is an awesome value from the Nemea 
region in southern Greece made with the most 
widely planted red wine grape in the country, 
Agiorgitiko.  It has a baked fruit character with 
plum and blackberry in the forefront and support 
from spicy new oak vanilla in the background.  
Full bodied and not overly tannic, it would go well 
with lentil and bean stew, gyros, or grilled meats of 
all kinds.

Erath Pinot Noir 2021 ★★★★   
$26.95 (Vintages)
Erath was founded over 40 years ago in the New 
Dundee Hills in Oregon and helped pave the way 

for Pinot Noir in the state. They were one of the 
first wineries to import clones from Burgundy 
instead of relying on California clones and the 
results speak for themselves.  Oregon Pinots 
always seem to exemplify the berry fruit flavours 
along with cherry, plum, earth, and dried orange 
peel.  The wine is dry, softly tannic, medium 
bodied, and relatively acidic making it a wonderful 
pairing for a wide variety of food.  This red can 
“break the rules” to complement salmon, chicken 
with mushrooms, and turkey.  It would be equally 
at home with beef or pork dishes.

———

Our wine events are on our website  
(winejourneys.ca/events/).  If you are interested in 
our wine club or to book a wine event for home, 
charities, or work, please let us know.  We can be 
reached at itrent.mayers@gmail.com. 
Cheers and enjoy the journey, 

Trent

For all your 
Plumbing needs!

Toilets • Faucets • Drain Cleaning

Locally Owned & Operated
705-435-5659  info@vlph.ca

Kelly has served the real estate needs  
of this community since 1989.

FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION
Sales Representative

CONTACT RCR Realty, Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

7 Victoria Street West, Alliston 
705-435-3000 or 1-866-772-5368 
E-mail kmccague@royallepage.ca
www.kellymccague.com
Committed to providing the highest 
level of professional standards

http://winejourneys.ca/events/
mailto:it-rent.mayers%40gmail.com?subject=
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www.allandaletechnologies.com

Made for 
Our Climate

416-528-4549

Electric 
Vehicle 
Chargers
FOR YOUR
• Home
• Office
• Destination
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Celebrate the Earth!
Each year more than one billion people celebrate 
Earth Day to honour the achievements of the 
environmental movement and raise awareness of the 
need to protect the Earth’s natural resources. But it’s 
easy to be discouraged about achievements when 
we hear of, or worse, experience catastrophic floods, 
heat domes, devastating droughts, wildfires and the 
extinction of animal and plant species.
While humans have created the climate crisis, 
we have the capacity to be resilient, to adapt and 
be clever in creating solutions. Many scientists 
and engineers say we already have much of the 
technology and innovative ideas to solve climate 
problems. There are wonderful innovations and 
projects to cheer about. 
The Netherlands is showing the world how to save 
bees with it’ National Pollinator Strategy – insect 
hotels, rooftop gardens and honey highways that 
turn stretches of highways, railways and waterways 
into pollinator-rich zones by planting wildflowers. 
And in Rotterdam’s Heart of South area, the warmth 
from sewage water is being recouped via a heat 
exchanger and stored in a thermal grid. Close by, 
tubes have been laid underneath the pavement and 
in winter, warm water is pumped through to melt the 
icy walkways.
The Hair Recycle Project, led by a Belgian non-
profit, has developed a waste recovery scheme that 
supports a circular economy. Human hair is recycled 
and turned into matted squares that can absorb oil 
and other hydrocarbons polluting the environment 
or that can be made into bio-composite bags. 
A British start up, Notpla, recently won the 
Earthshot Prize for it’s seaweed-based plastic 
alternative which creates completely biodegradable 
packaging.
Here in Ontario, MEDAtech, a Collingwood 
engineering firm, has succeeded in taking the 
road less traveled by building its first all-electric 
on-highway haul truck. Last year, the Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities awarded a group 
of partners in the Georgian Bay Mnidoo Gamii 
Biosphere for turning a road construction project 
into a conservation success. They rescued reptiles 
from the roadside and saved more that 3,500 turtle 
eggs at a lower cost than traditional barrier fencing. 

Last year, Canada’s first-ever pilot to support 
regional food waste diversion for businesses and 
institutions earned international recognition from 
the Milan Urban Food Policy Pact’s biannual 
Global Forum. The results were clear – after just 10 
months, 318 tonnes of organic waste were diverted, 
and 16.1 tonnes of edible food were redistributed 
to nine charities, resulting in greenhouse gas 
reductions of 409 tonnes CO2e within the  
Guelph region.
And, just last month, after decades of negotiations, 
the international community came together for a 
historic biodiversity agreement, The High Seas 
Treaty, which will protect 30% of oceans by 2030 
with safeguards from overfishing, ship traffic, and 
exploration activities. It provides some hope that the 
crisis facing nature is starting to get the attention 
it deserves.
Nature is everywhere, and we’re all part of it. When 
it flourishes, we flourish. We need to protect and 
restore nature. With the majority of Canadians living 
in urban settings, we have become disconnected 
with nature. Sometimes we forget that nature and 
climate are inextricably linked. To appreciate nature, 
we must experience nature. Research shows that 
exposure to nature is correlated with improved well-
being, a stronger sense of belonging, and certainly a 
stronger appreciation of what’s at stake if we lose it.
This Earth Day, April 22, let us be hopeful and 
grateful – grateful that we live in a country with 
magnificent nature – and hopeful that we can, in 
fact, make changes to sustain the Earth. We all have 
a role to play, and every action counts. While you 
take action to reduce your carbon footprint, take 
time to celebrate nature. Volunteer for clean-ups 
in your community, join a horticultural society, go 
bird watching, or plan a garden, even if it’s just pots 
of herbs on your deck or windowsill. Whatever the 
weather on Earth Day, go for a walk in a forest or 
park, and celebrate the Earth!
Join us for our next Zoom session – Food Is Too 
Good To Waste – April 11, 2023 – 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Register at contactus@greysforgreen.org.
Louise Montague 
Greys for Green

LIFESTYLE

mailto:contactus%40greysforgreen.org?subject=
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 RESIDENT MESSAGES / MARKETPLACE

CLASSIFIED ADS
PAID ADVERTISING 

Email mfischer@briarcrier.ca 
or phone 705-434-4569

NEW THIS MONTH!

Wanted: Someone who would be interested in 
taking an elderly man for a daily walk. Please 
phone 705-434-3164.
►Remember me, Andrea Day from A Helping 
Hand? I live in Bracebridge now. I have started 
a clothing boutique, 'Andy's Fashions' out of my 
home. Check it out on my business Facebook page 
- just type Andy's Fashions on the search bar.  
You may also text or call me on my cell  
705-828-0720 or email me at  
andysfashions3@gmail.com.

SERVICES

Door-to-Door Airport Rides at Budget 
prices: Luxurious SUV. Briar Hill resident 
pilotpeteincommand@rogers.com or 416-471-0200.

Fully Licensed Collector: Looking for any 
unwanted firearms, hunting equipment and 
military items: Call Jim at 519-216-0590.

Briar Hill House Watch: Services include 
scheduled visits starting at $8. Additional charges 
for mail pick-up and forwarding, plant care, cat 
sitting. Residents serving Briar Hill for 15 years.
Cathy Morden 705-435-4159  
cathy.morden@gmail.com

BARGAIN MARKET  
PERSONAL ITEMS FOR SALE

FREE TO BRIAR RESIDENTS 
30 word maximum - maximum value $500

FOR SALE

►Why wait for spring - I'm retiring my flower 
collection at cost & less; $5 - $25. A nice thank 
you, get well or just brighten up a room. E-mail 
mamiemucketts@rogers.com to view.

Margravine Media Inc. (Publisher of the Briar Crier), its board members and 
service providers assume no responsibility for the advertisers, their claims, 
products and services that appear in this magazine and/or on our website, nor 
do we recommend any one particular service or product advertised.

Call (705) 435-5101

Visit us today and see how we’re bringing 
funeral service to the next level.

A Celebration of Life
• Beautiful spacious visitation, chapel      
   and reception areas;

• Full spectrum of food, catering and   
   bar services;

• Lovely private outdoor patio, and;

• Professional prearrangement and               
   estate document services.

244 Victoria Street East, Alliston
thomasfuneralhome.ca

www.HERBERTSBOOTS.com

Alliston | 85 Victoria Street West | (705) 435-6481
Innisfil | HWY 400 at Innisfil Beach Road | (705) 431-2500

AAvvaaiillaabbllee aatt

Scott’S Auto RepAiRS

FULL SERVICE REPAIR 
AND DIAGNOSTICS

114 Dufferin Street South
Alliston, ON L9R 1E9

705-435-2641

 Independently Owned 
Servicing our community for over 30 years!

http://briarcrier.ca
mailto:mfischer%40briarcrier.ca?subject=
http://andysfashions3@gmail.com
mailto:resident.pilotpeteincommand%40rogers.com?subject=
mailto:mamiemucketts%40rogers.com?subject=


TD Weath Private Investment Advice

We work with you to help you reach your goals as they grow 
and change
Benefit from a one-on-one relationship with a dedicated Investment Advisor. Receive financial advice 
while staying involved in the key decisions about your portfolio.

Start a conversation today

The Hudson Team is a part of TD Wealth Private Investment Advice, a division of TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. which is a subsidiary of the Toronto-Dominion 
Bank. All trademarks are the property of the resective owners. ®The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of the Toronto-Dominion Bank or its 
subsidiaries. 6125894

Debbie Hudson, CFP, CIM 
Senior Investment Advisor
Tel: 705-435-8874 | debbie.hudson@td.com
TD Weath Private Investment Advice
18 Victoria St East PO Box 906
Alliston, Ontario  L9R 1W1 
https://advisors.td.com/debbie.hudson/

Debbie Hudson, CFP, CIMDebbie Hudson, CFP, CIM
Senior Investment Advisor
Tel: 705-435-8874 | debbie.hudson@td.com
TD Wealth Private Investment Advice, 18 Victoria Street East, Alliston 
https://advisors.td.com/debbie.hudson/

M O V I N G  M A D E  E A S Y

Call for a 
FREE 
Market 

Evaluation 
of your home

Bill Scott
Sales Representative

1.705.791.3479
billscott@remaxchay.com
20 Victoria Street W., 

Alliston

www.TheBarbDemariaTeam.com

Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated RAISING THE BAR

Selling Briar Hill 
for Over 15 Years!

Call Bill for more information 705-791-3479

RARE “CORTINA” MODEL
Featuring a double car garage and an 

amazing waffle ceiling in the “Great Room”
126 RIDGE WAY

This home features 2 bedrooms on the main 
floor and many upgrades throughout.  

Located in the “Vista’s” in the “Adult Lifestyle” 
community of Briar Hill.

Priced to sell at $899,000.


